
The anthropocene is here, and the impact of human activity has reached geological proportions. 
At the same time public institutions most suitable to deal with issues of such scope are in 
disarray, resources are being privatized, and unaccountable global corporations fill in the void 
created by the demise of the public realm for short term gains.  
 
The Future Public Technologies (FPT) series proposes alternatives to the dynamics between 
informatics and materiality in the public realm. WaterBar is the first of a series the FPT 
installations. 
 
WaterBar proposes a new approach to managing water resources, and delivering high quality 
potable water to the public in particular. WaterBar makes good water publically available, just as 
the town water well did in the past. WaterBar processes the water it offers in situ; not only by 
taking ‘unhealthy’ elements out, but also by putting new elements back in. WaterBar creates this 
water not for fancy flavor, but in response to concerns, hopes and fears about shared resources. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WaterBar performs a series of cleaning steps (via a slow anthracite filter and/or exposure to UV 
light for bacteria control). The water then passes through a filter bank with select properties. 
These properties are real, physically, due to their ability to impart trace mineral elements and 
real, culturally, due to their origin and history. The current system includes quartz-rich granite 
from Inada by Fukushima, Japan, home of the latest devastating high-tech catastrophe; sandstone 
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from La Verna, Italy, where St Francis cared for the poor; marble from Thassos Greece, 
beginning and end of democracy; and limestone from Jerusalem/Hebron, Israel, and source of 
eternal conflict and shared hopes. A network-scanning, text-processing robot mixes them in 
proportion to the intensity of related concerns described in pertinent RSS feeds to a mineral 
water antidote for public consumption. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 WaterBar filter media – test history 

  

WaterBar at the Ellicott Center in Buffalo NY
   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For example, increased readings on water conflicts based on greedy corporations are countered 
by adding more of the water mineralized through the La Verna / St. Francis filter, which results 
in an increase in some of the trace minerals contained in the filter, collected precisely from that 
area.  
 
A control system regulates the flow of water from the top, unfiltered container down to the 
bottom where the mix of the day resides. Fluid level sensors deliver data and electronic valves 
open the flow of the water based on the results of the mixing algorithm. 
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The RSS bank of news feeds is updated regularly and filtered by terminology associated with all 
four filter banks. In proportion to the intensity (frequency and tone) of the occurrences, the 
control system mixes batches of water, the mix-of-the-day, for public consumption: an antidote 
to bad news and selfishness - an informatics driven public holly water for the anthropocene.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

some results from the lab test 

snapshot from the RSS feed issued by“www.circleofblue.org” 

electronic control system 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A bright LED sign invites curious and thirsty onlookers to try the water while scrolling the 
chemical composition of the mineral water of the day across the display. A bartender hands out a 
glass of water to anyone requesting a drink. 
 
 
Want more information? Check: http://www.realtechsupport.org/pdf/waterbar_Q+A.pdf  

calculating the mix of the day 
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